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Francis S. Currey

Medal of Honor Citation

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company K, 120th Infantry, 30th Infantry
Division.

Place and date: Malmedy, Belgium, 21 December 1944.

Entered service at: Hurleyville, N.Y.

Birth: Loch Sheldrake, N.Y.

G.O. No.: 69, 17 August 1945.

Citation:

He was an automatic rifleman with the 3d Platoon defending a strong point near Malmedy,
Belgium, on 21 December 1944, when the enemy launched a powerful attack. Overrunning tank
destroyers and antitank guns located near the strong point, German tanks advanced to the 3d
Platoon’s position, and, after prolonged fighting, forced the withdrawal of this group to a nearby
factory. Sgt. Currey found a bazooka in the building and crossed the street to secure rockets
meanwhile enduring intense fire from enemy tanks and hostile infantrymen who had taken up a
position at a house a short distance away. In the face of small-arms, machinegun, and artillery
fire, he, with a companion, knocked out a tank with 1 shot. Moving to another position, he
observed 3 Germans in the doorway of an enemy-held house. He killed or wounded all 3 with
his automatic rifle. He emerged from cover and advanced alone to within 50 yards of the house,
intent on wrecking it with rockets. Covered by friendly fire, he stood erect, and fired a shot
which knocked down half of 1 wall. While in this forward position, he observed 5 Americans
who had been pinned down for hours by fire from the house and 3 tanks. Realizing that they
could not escape until the enemy tank and infantry guns had been silenced, Sgt. Currey crossed
the street to a vehicle, where he procured an armful of antitank grenades. These he launched
while under heavy enemy fire, driving the tankmen from the vehicles into the house. He then
climbed onto a half-track in full view of the Germans and fired a machinegun at the house.
Once again changing his position, he manned another machinegun whose crew had been killed;
under his covering fire the 5 soldiers were able to retire to safety. Deprived of tanks and with
heavy infantry casualties, the enemy was forced to withdraw. Through his extensive knowledge
of weapons and by his heroic and repeated braving of murderous enemy fire, Sgt. Currey was
greatly responsible for inflicting heavy losses in men and material on the enemy, for rescuing 5
comrades, 2 of whom were wounded, and for stemming an attack which threatened to flank his
battalion’s position.
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Archer T. Gammon

Medal of Honor Citation
Posthumous

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company A, 9th Armored Infantry
Battalion, 6th Armored Division.

Place and date: Near Bastogne, Belgium, 11 January 1945.

Entered service at: Roanoke, Va.

Born: 11 September 1918, Chatham, Va.

G.O. No.: 18, 13 February 1946.

Citation:

He charged 30 yards through hip-deep snow to knock out a machinegun and its 3-man
crew with grenades, saving his platoon from being decimated and allowing it to continue its
advance from an open field into some nearby woods. The platoon’s advance through the woods
had only begun when a machinegun supported by riflemen opened fire and a Tiger Royal tank
sent 88 mm. shells screaming at the unit from the left flank. S/Sgt. Gammon, disregarding
all thoughts of personal safety, rushed forward, then cut to the left, crossing the width of the
platoon’s skirmish line in an attempt to get within grenade range of the tank and its protecting
foot troops. Intense fire was concentrated on him by riflemen and the machinegun emplaced
near the tank. He charged the automatic weapon, wiped out its crew of 4 with grenades, and,
with supreme daring, advanced to within 25 yards of the armored vehicle, killing 2 hostile
infantrymen with rifle fire as he
moved forward. The tank had started to withdraw, backing a short distance, then firing, backing
some more, and then stopping to blast out another round, when the man whose single-handed
relentless attack had put the ponderous machine on the defensive was struck and instantly killed
by a direct hit from the Tiger Royal’s heavy gun. By his intrepidity and extreme devotion to the
task of driving the enemy back no matter what the odds, S/Sgt. Gammon cleared the woods of
German forces, for the tank continued to withdraw, leaving open the path for the gallant squad
leader’s platoon.
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Vernon McGarity

Medal of Honor Citation

Rank and organization: Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army, Company L, 393d Infantry, 99th
Infantry Division.

Place and date: Near Krinkelt, Belgium, 16 December 1944.

Entered service at: Model, Tenn.

Born: 1 December 1921, Right, Tenn.

G.0O. No.: 6, 11 January 1946.

Citation:

He was painfully wounded in an artillery barrage that preceded the powerful
counteroffensive launched by the Germans near Krinkelt, Belgium, on the morning of 16
December 1944. He made his way to an aid station, received treatment, and then refused to be
evacuated, choosing to return to his hard-pressed men instead. The fury of the enemy’s great
Western Front offensive swirled about the position held by T/Sgt. McGarity’s small force, but
so tenaciously did these men fight on orders to stand firm at all costs that they could not be
dislodged despite murderous enemy fire and the breakdown of their communications. During
the day the heroic squad leader rescued 1 of his friends who had been wounded in a forward
position, and throughout the night he exhorted his comrades to repulse the enemy’s attempts at
infiltration. When morning came and the Germans attacked with tanks and infantry, he braved
heavy fire to run to an advantageous position where he immobilized the enemy’s lead tank
with a round from a rocket launcher. Fire from his squad drove the attacking infantrymen back,
and 3 supporting tanks withdrew. He rescued, under heavy fire, another wounded American,
and then directed devastating fire on a light cannon which had been brought up by the hostile
troops to clear resistance from the area. When ammunition began to run low, T/Sgt. McGarity,
remembering an old ammunition hole about 100 yards distant in the general direction of the
enemy, braved a concentration of hostile fire to replenish his unit’s supply. By circuitous route
the enemy managed to emplace a machinegun to the rear and flank of the squad’s position,
cutting off the only escape route. Unhesitatingly, the gallant soldier took it upon himself to
destroy this menace single-handedly. He left cover, and while under steady fire from the enemy,
killed or wounded all the hostile gunners with deadly accurate rifle fire and prevented all
attempts to reman the gun. Only when the squad’s last round had been fired was the enemy able
to advance and capture the intrepid leader and his men. The extraordinary bravery and extreme
devotion to duty of T/Sgt. McGarity supported a remarkable delaying action which provided the
time necessary for assembling reserves and forming a line against which the German striking
power was shattered.
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Cpl. Henry F. Warner
Medal of Honor Citation

Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, Antitank Company, 2d Battalion, 26th Infantry,
Ist Infantry Division.

Place and date: Near Dom Butgenbach, Belgium, 20-21 December 1944.

Entered service at: Troy, N.C.

Born: 23 August 1923, Troy, N.C.

G.O. No.: 48, 23 June 1945.

Citation:

Serving as 57-mm. antitank gunner with the 2d Battalion, he was a major factor in
stopping enemy tanks during heavy attacks against the battalion position near Dom Butgenbach,
Belgium, on 20-21 December 1944. In the first attack, launched in the early morning of the
20th, enemy tanks succeeded in penetrating parts of the line. Cpl. Warner, disregarding the
concentrated cannon and machinegun fire from 2 tanks bearing down on him, and ignoring the
imminent danger of being overrun by the infantry moving under tank cover, destroyed the first
tank and scored a direct and deadly hit upon the second. A third tank approached to within 5
yards of his position while he was attempting to clear a jammed breach lock. Jumping from
his gun pit, he engaged in a pistol duel with the tank commander standing in the turret, killing
him and forcing the tank to withdraw. Following a day and night during which our forces were
subjected to constant shelling, mortar barrages, and numerous unsuccessful infantry attacks, the
enemy struck in great force on the early morning of the 21st. Seeing a Mark IV tank looming
out of the mist and heading toward his position, Cpl. Warner scored a direct hit. Disregarding
his injuries, he endeavored to finish the loading and again fire at the tank whose motor was now
aflame, when a second machinegun burst killed him. Cpl. Warner’s gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty contributed materially to the successful
defense against the enemy attacks.



